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THIS YEAR’S WINNERS.

AaRON (FR) – “Artificial Animals Riding on Neverland” (Discograph)
Adele (UK) -  “19” (XL Recordings / V2)

Alphabeat (DK) – “Alphabeat” (Kopenhagen Records / EMI)

Cinema Bizarre (DE) – “Final Attraction” (Islands Records)

The Dø (FR) – “A Mouthfull” (Cinq 7)

Kraak & Smaak (NL) – “Boogie Angst” (PIAS)

Ida Corr (DK) – “One” (Kick Music)
Lykke Li (SE) – “Youth Novels” (LL Recordings / Warner)

The Script (IRL) – “The Script” (Phonogenic Music / Sony)

The Ting Tings (UK) – “We Started Nothing” (Columbia Records / Sony)

AaRON

AaRON is two songwriters who may have come straight out of the strange reality of a Lynch or Basquiat film:  Simon Buret (singer/author/composer) and Olivier Coursier (composer/arranger).
 “Our music is a reflection of the parallel universe that exists within each of us. A place where the child within escapes to heal wounds inflicted by the outside world”, Simon says.

Their story begins in 2004. A mutual friend invited Simon to stop by and see Olivier who was working in his home studio on several projects. That fateful encounter was sealed by the name AaRON and a first track, “Endless Song”.   In 2 months, 8 new songs were completed.  The single “U-Turn” became a big hit, featuring in the French surprise hit movie “Je vais bien, ne t’en fais pas”.  It quickly spread through the Internet and put AaRON and their debut album “Artificial Animals Riding on Neverland” on the map in Europe.

ADELE

Adele Laurie Blue Adkins (born 5 May 1988 in Enfield, North London), known professionally as Adele, is an English jazz singer. Adele has described her musical style as "heartbroken soul". She is the first recipient of the BRIT Awards Critics' Choice, which was given to artists who, at the time, had yet to release an album. She has mentioned her influences are Etta James and Ella Fitzgerald. She debuted at number one with her Mercury Prize nominated debut album 19 in the UK album chart and has since then been certified platinum in the UK, with sales exploding over the rest of Europe as well.

ALPHABEAT

Danish pop act Alphabeat, made up of members Anders SG (vocals), Stine Bramsen (vocals), Anders B (guitar), Rasmus Nagel (keyboard), Anders Reinholdt (bass), and Troels Hansen (drums), entered the European pop scene in 2007 with their self-titled debut album. Featuring singles like "10,000 Nights," "Boyfriend," and "Fascination," Alphabeat rocketed to the top of Danish pop charts. Sending three hits to national Top Five, the band generated interest throughout the European continent. Incorporating elements of the B-52's and Wham!, Alphabeat's '80s nostalgia-ridden charm proves irresistible to audiences all over the continent.

CINEMA BIZARRE
Cinema Bizarre is a five piece Berlin based band that mixes Glam, New Wave, Electro, New Romantic and Rock. A unique fusion as lead singer Strify explains: “Our sound stands for a big firework – musically and emotionally. We want to fascinate the people and lead them to another world with our songs.” 
Their debut album, Final Attraction, went Top 10 in Germany on initial release at the end of 2007 whilst the first single ‘Love Songs’ followed the same path. The rest of the world is following quickly: there are websites and forums dedicated to the band all over the world. And this interest and passion for the band has extended to luminaries like King of Punk, Malcolm McClaren, who has offered to write for the band and Depeche Mode, who gave the band rare permission to sample one of their hits, Everything Counts, on Escape To The Stars. 


THE Dø
The Dø  is a French/Finnish duo that takes its name from the first names of its members. The Dø (that is to say, Dan Levy and Olivia B. Merilahtin) is a "multi-genred" pop group influenced by rock (Beatles, Björk, etc.) and jazz (Coltrane, Ella, etc.) that has made waves with their 2007 debut album A Mouthful. Within the group context, Dan takes up musical duties, while Olivia handles the vocals. With classical & jazz music as prime sources of their inspiration they create a unique, fresh sound – swinging, yet serene; based on modern technology, yet warm and hopeful. 
KRAAK & SMAAK

Kraak & Smaak are a dance act consisting of three Dutch guys originally from Leiden. Although Kraak & Smaak started out as a studio project for the founder members Oscar De Jong, Mark Kneppers & Wim Plug it quickly became one of the hottest live and DJ properties in dance music. The live band has the addition of Rose (vocalist), Seb (MC and vocalist), Andre (drums) and Marc on the bass guitar. Coupled with the keyboards, FX and percussion played by the band themselves it’s a formidable slice of funk on the floor. Since releasing their debut album Boogie Angst they have played over 200 live band gigs, they’ve been hailed by I-DJ as a “Must see live band”, they’ve supported the stadium-rocking Faithless on their European tour and played some of the most prestigious gigs in the USA including Coachella Festival, SXSW Festival, the Miami Winter Music Conference as well as playing headline sell-out gigs on the West and East Coast on their last tour.

IDA CORR

Danish dance-pop vocalist Ida Corr saw her career explode with the 2007 international smash hit "Let Me Think About It," produced by Dutch house hit maker Fedde le Grand and featuring Danish R&B star Burhan G. 
Born in 1977 in Århus, Denmark, Corr got her professional singing start in the Danish girl group Sha Li Mar with Christina Undhjem (formerly the lead singer of YouKnowWho) and Engelina Larsen (formerly the featured vocalist of DJ Encore); the short-lived trio released a self-titled album in 2002 before disbanding. In 2004 Corr collaborated with house producer Morten Trust on "I Put My Faith in You," a moderately popular dance hit on More House Records that led to a solo recording contract with Kick Music. 
In 2007 Corr collaborated with Dutch house producer Fedde le Grand for a one-off single on his Flamingo Recordings label. The resulting production, "Let Me Think About It," also featured Danish R&B star Burhan G and proved incredibly successful, becoming a smash hit all over Europe - topping charts everywhere from England to Bulgaria, and even finding some success in the United States. 
Corr released her eagerly awaited follow-up single, "Ride My Tempo" in 2008 followed by her international debut album ‘One’.
LYKKE LI

Li Lykke Timotej Zachrisson (born March 18, 1986 in Stockholm, Sweden), better known by her stage name Lykke Li, is an indie singer. She was raised by artistic parents (her mother was a photographer, her father is a musician); she lived in Portugal for five years and spent winters in Nepal and India. At one point, she worked as a dancer on Swedish TV.
Li released her first album, Youth Novels, in the Nordic region on 4 February 2008, prior to a wider European release last June. The album was produced by Björn Yttling (of Peter Bjorn and John) and Lasse Mårtén. It was released in the United States in May 2008. Lykke Li’s touching girl-like voice over a mix of soul, electro and powdered-sugar pop is quite unique. So it’s no wonder that currently, Lykke Li’s star is rising throughout the world as her debut album receives rave reviews and shows sell out quickly.

THE SCRIPT

The Script are a three-piece band from Dublin, Ireland. They are currently based in London after signing to RCA Label Group imprint Phonogenic, and their debut album "The Script" was released in August 2008. Their music is an exciting mix of hip hop lyrical flow with pop melodiousness, state-of-the-art R'n'B production with anthemic rock dynamics, classic song construction with gritty contemporary narratives. Their self-titled debut album went straight to the number one spot on both the Irish Album Chart and UK Albums Chart on its first week of release. 

THE TING TINGS

The Ting Tings are Jules de Martino and Katie White. They met when she was just out of being a Wigan schoolgirl and bonded over a shared ambition to rock the foundations of pop music.
Together, Jules and Katie have configured a sound that represents the pure heart of British pop. Driven by personality, unstoppable momentum, friendship and the love of great pop music - however stylised it arrives - The Ting Tings created their debut album We Started Nothing; snappy choruses trade off against angular guitar work, whip smart drumming and a succession of loops that they create live with the use of delay pedals. Their sound is immediately identifiable and purposefully perky.
