	



	



	Press notice: 08-08-2008 

Belgium focus for EuroSonic Noorderslag 2009
The European Music Conference and Showcase Festival brings Belgian music to the forefront

The 2009 edition of EuroSonic Noorderslag, taking place 15, 16 and 17 January in the Dutch city of Groningen, will focus on Belgian music talent and on the Belgian music industry. Comprising of the EuroSonic Noorderslag festivals and conference, the weekend has over 250 international bands and acts performing and expects to bring 2500 music business professionals together.
‘With its location in the heart of Europe Belgium forms a melting pot of cultural influences where bands such as Front 242 and TC Matic were inspired to create their unique sound’, says Peter Smidt, creative director of EuroSonic Noorderslag. ‘Many bands followed and gained international respect: dEUS, Soulwax, Girls in Hawaii and Ghinzu... to name only a few. Belgium also stands for a vibrant live scene with lots of great venues, clubs and festivals and of course Rock Werchter, recognized as the best festival in the world. Apart from several Belgian bands and acts performing at the festival, doing business with Belgium will be the topic of panels and meetings during the conference.’

The Belgium focus will be presented on Pukkelpop 2008, taking place on 14-16 august in Hasselt-Kiewit, and is supported by Studio Brussel, Wallonie Bruxelles Musiques and Muziekcentrum Vlaanderen. 

	


	


	



	------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Note to editors : From the 1st of July 2008 onwards EuroSonic, Noorderslag Festival and Noorderslag Seminar will be named EuroSonic Noorderslag.

EuroSonic Noorderslag is organised by: The Noorderslag Foundation in co-operation with Buma Cultuur and De Oosterpoort, European Broadcasting Union (EBU), Yourope, Network Europe. Partners: Buma Cultuur and De Oosterpoort. Main sponsors: Factor.e and Grolsch. Sponsors: Sonicbids, Mojo Concerts/Live Nation, Ticket Service Nederland, The Security Company, Jack Daniels, Bizon, Pro Vision, Goldmund, Wyldebeast & Wunderliebe, Ernst & Young, Gfk Megacharts, Plato, Iprecom, De Verbeelding, Ampco Pro Rent, Hartman en Metam. Subsidizers: Ministry of Educaction, Culture & Science, City Counsil of Groningen, Province of Groningen, Sena Performers, European Music Office. Supporters: Amsterdam Dance Event, Yourope, Network Europe, EVD, VNPF, MusicXport.nl, ExMS, Stim, P3, MEI, VUT, BPI, AIM en CNV. Media partners: 3FM, NOS, EBU-UER, 3voor12, Oor, Intro, Visions, TMF, VIP-Booking.com, Muziek en Beeld, Rockpalast, Pollstar, FunX, Live XS, MusicFROMNL, Womex, Vice, Groove, IQ Magazine and Impact Magazine.

The conference is organised by Buma Cultuur, by appointment of The Noorderslag Foundation. 

More information : Remko Gorter at Buma Cultuur: remko.gorter@bumacultuur.nl / +31 (0)35 621 87 48
 

 




